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THE LATE DR. WAKLEY.

THE Executors of the late Dr. James Goodchild Wakley
request us to note that he devised his freehold residence
at Longcross, Chertsey, Surrey, with its stables, out-

buildings, gardens, and pleasure grounds, about eight acres
in extent, to University College, London, as a memorial to
his late father, Thomas Wakley, Esq., 11.P , and in com-
memoration of the establishment of THE LANCET, of which
the late Dr. Wakley was for so many years the Editor and
part Proprietor. The expressed object of the devise was
that the premises might be used by the College as a

Home for the reception and treatment of Convalescent
Patients in connexion with University College Hospital,
to be called the "Wakley Convalescent Home." He also

bequeathed to the College the pictures and prints in the
house, to be kept there for the amusement of the patients ;
and a pecuniary legacy of .S1000, to be expended in the
maintenance and support of the Convalescent Home at
the rate of 200 per annum for the five years next suc-

ceeding his death. The Solicitors of the Executors inform
us that the premises, with the pictures and prints, have
been handed over to the College, and that the legacy has
been paid. The late Dr. Wakley also made several other
charitable bequests, all of which have been paid or set apart.
Notably-to the Hospital Sunday Fund (which, in so far as
London was concerned, was initiated by the late Doctor
in his capacity as Editor of THE LANCET), .E1000, in
addition to two previous donations of a similar amount;
to the poor of Sunningdale, ;E200; to the poor of Chobham,
o00; to the Bisley Refuge Farm School, ;&500. And pro-
vision was made by the Doctor in his lifetime for the con-
tinuance for some years of the religious work among the
poor in the neighbourhood of his residence which he had
for long superintended. _

CHOLERA FORECASTS.

WHETHER or not the German journals are warranted in
anticipating a return, in greater force, of the cholera invasion
that hovered round Mayence last autumn, they cannot cer-
tainly be blamed for treating June and July as the test
months for the reappearance of the epidemic. A dry spring
like that which heralded the cholera raids on Munich in 1836,
1854, and 1863 has no doubt been absent this year, but the
suddenness of more recent explosions of the malady has
lessened the importance to be attached to that condition. A
vigilant prophylaxis, therefore, is all the more justifiable-
a prophylaxis not guided by the worn-out traditions of
French or Italian sanitation, but by the counsels of that
sagest of hygienic strategists, Max von Pettenkofer. " Zum

Gegenwartige Stand der Cholerafrage" (" On the present
Aspect of the Cholera Question") is the title of a series of
papers just concluding in the Archiv fiir Hygiene (Munich:
Oldenbourg), from the pen of that great authority, and the
wholesome truths they inculcate must, if well acted on,
" place Germany in as unassailable a position hygienically
as her War Office headed by von Moltke has placed her in
strategetically." Readers of THE LANCET will remember
that von Pettenkofer, even after the second cholera con-
ference at Berlin, saw no reason to modify his non-
contagionist view of the origin and spread of the disease.
While recognising with M. Koch a cholera bacillus, and
ex hypothesi accepting that.micro-organism as the parasitic
basis of the malady, he denies the conclusion sought to be
deduced from this theory that cholera is communicated by
the contagium of the bacillus Kochianus. Malaria, he con-
tends, has also a bacillus or a germ (vegetable or animal) for
its basis, but it does not infect the human subject by con-
tagium ; it passes from the soil into the air, whence it reaches
1Bhe organism through the lungs. Epidemiologically con-
sidered,choleradoes not effect its foothold in localities by man

to-man contagium. Lyons, Innsbruck, Salzburg, the asylums
to which cholera patients by the thousand have fled, have never
contracted the disease; in fact, for really contagious diseases
no localities can ever be called exempt, as these cities have been
from cholera. It is, thinks von Pettenkofer, to the malarial
group of epidemics that we must turn for the true analogy
of the origin and spread of cholera, and the prophylaxis
which that analogy prescribes-attention to the conditions
of subsoil when operating in connexion with season-will be
found to cut at the root of the outgrowth and spread of the
disease. Contagionism with its isolation, its sanitary cordons,
its quarantine, its disinfectants, has achieved nothing but
fiasco. Witness 1881, when cholera, non-existent in Egypt,
non-existent in Europe, exploded in France, and almost
simultaneously, at Toulon and Marseilles, all M. Fauvel’s

contagionist machinery notwithstanding; witness the same
year and the year following in Italy, where every con-
tagionist precaution was enforced with fanatical strictness,
and where nevertheless the malady had everything its own
way in the frightful outbreaks. Yet so wedded was M. Fauvel
to his contagionist theory, that on his death-bed he solemnly
declared that the epidemic that had decimated Toulon and
Marseilles could not have been Asiatic cholera because it

proved intractable by his contagionist preventives! The

practical lesson deduced from von Pettenkofer’s findings is
this: vigilant attention to the subsoil as to drainage, vigi-
lant attention to water supply, puch as within the next
decennium Germany relies upon to make her as exempt from
cholera visitations as her frontier is from attack. " Fore-
armed hygienically against the one and strategically against
the other," she reiterates her claim to look on both with
equanimity. -

EPSOM COLLEGE.

THE alterations in the by-laws of this College which
were proposed and carried at the last annual meeting
establish the institution on a new basif. Hitherto Epsom
College has been a class school confined almost entirely to
the sons of medical men. A few day-boys were admitted,
and only a small percentage of sons of others than medical
men were among the boys. This limitation of Epsom
College has done much to check the development and exten-
sion of the school. Parents have long since recognised that
to limit a school to a particular class tends to curtail aboy’9
intellectual powers, and lessens his social advantages in
after-life. Thus, other public schools-notably Wel-

lington College and Marlborough-have expanded from
the strictly military foundation of the one and the
clerical foundation of the other into large general public
schools. This should have been the object at Epsom. From
the foundation of the College the disposition has been to
make the medical benevolent feature of the foundation too

conspicuous. The Epsom boys had at all times before them
a not very encouraging emblem in the form of aged pro-
fessional pensioners located in almshouses adjoining the
College. These are found to be a mistake, for the occupants,
if given choice, prefer their small pension and residence
elsewhere to the precincts of Epsom College. Thus the alms-
houses are being gradually vacated, and are becoming utilised
for school purposes. It would be to the interest of the

College, and not to the disadvantage of the pensioners, if
the whole of the almshouses were diverted to school

purposes, and the proceeds arising therefrom directed to
the benefit of the aged pensioners resident elsewhere.
Hitherto the College, like some other public schools, has
been weighted by a heavy debt. On his retirement from
the treasurership of the College, it must have been a great
satisfaction to Mr. Francis Hird to have been able to

announce that during his period of office this debt had been
entirely wiped out. Dr. Holman of Reigate succeeds Mr.


